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In re Patent Application of: 

Michel Gielis Date: February 2, 2005 

U.S. National Phase of PCT/EP2003/07130 
International Filing Date: 12 June 2003 
SeriarNo.: 10/517,736 

For: CONTROL AND/OR MONITORING DEVICE USING AN ELECTRONIC LABEL, A 
READER AND A STATE ENCODER 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



SUBMISSION 

Sir: 

Applicant submits herewith an English language translation of the PCT International 
Preliminary Examination Report for the above-identified application. The PCT International 
Preliminary Examination Report was submitted in the French language along with the U.S. 
national phase application on December 9, 2004. 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service with 
sufficient postage as First Class Mail in an envelope 
addressed to: Mail Stop Amendment, Commissioner 
for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313- 
1450, on February 2, 2005: 

Klaus P. Stoffel 

Name of applicant, assignee or 
Registered Representative 




Signature/ 7 
February 2, 2005 



Date of Signature 



KPSxk 
Enclosure 



Respectfully submitted, 




Klaus P. Stoffel 
Registration No.: 31,668 

OSTROLENK, FABER, GERB & SOFFEN, LLP 
1 180 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, New York 10036-8403 
Telephone: (212) 382-0700 
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PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 
(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
IP 1507 



International application No. 

pcr/E P2003/007130 
Imemanonal Parent Classification (IPC) or national Verification and IPC 

G06K7/00 



See Notification of Transmittal of International 
FOR FURTHER ACTION p re ihninary Examination Repon (Form PCT/lPEA/41 6) 



International filing date {day/month/year) 
12juin2003 (12.06.2003) 



Priority dale (day/month/year) 

13 juin 2002 (13.06.2002) 




2. This REPORT consists of a total of fi M"* ** « W shMt 



v„ AvnjeVF? i . sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
70.1 6 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of. 1 sheets, 



3. This report contains indications reUting to the following items; 

j |^ Basis of the report 

m g Non«stabl^ 

(V pi uck of unity of invention 

£ Reasoned Statement under Article 35(2) wizard » novelty, Inventive step or indusbial applicability; 

V £<j Stations! and explanations supporting such statement 

VI D Certain documents cited 

Q Certain defects in the international application 

vm Q Certain observations on the international application 



Date of submission of the demand 

13janvier 2004(13.01.2004) 


Date of completion of this report ( 
27 July 2004 (27.07.2004) 


Name and mailing address of the TPEA/EP 
Fact imilc No. 


Authorized officer 

Telephone No. , 
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INTERNATIONA!. PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/EP2003/007130 



I. Basis of the report 



I. With regard to the dements of the international application:* 
Q the international application 88 originally filed 
|^ the description: ^ ^ 
pages ■ 1 — 



, as originally filed 
"Tffledwith the demand 



pages 



.filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

, * amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
> filed with the demand 

..filed with theletterof ^W^gjOO^ 



^ the drawings: 



1/2-2/2 



, as originally fled 
, filed with the demand 



pages 



m% riled with the letter of 



[3 *e sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

P*8« ~ — 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



-f filed with (he letter of 



□ Ac language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international seareh (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
n dia lan«»n c*rpybBc«ton of the inten-liMial Cu«l«r Rule 48 J0»». 

H * ,X of the Ration funded for the purposes of inter^oc, preliminary exandnafcon (under Rule SS2 and/ 
0r "' 3) ' a, .mino .rid sedue.ee disclosed in the international application, the intentional 

□ contained in the inteniational application In written form- 
J filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
3 furnished subsequently to this Authority In written form. 

□ funded subsequently to this Authority in ^ ^ ^ dUclosurt in the 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing doea not go tey 
international application at filed has been furnished. ^ ^ ^ 

Q the statement thai the Information recorded in computer readable form . identical to the wri seou 
been furnished. 

4, □ The amendm^s have resukd^ 

"1 the description, pages — _ ~ — 

the claims, Kos. , 



the drawings, sheets/fig 



have been considered to go 
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P. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) wttn regard to novelty, Inventive step 
«i,.rt.nc «nd exnianations supporting such statement 


or industrial applicability; 




1 I . MaCCTTicni. 








YES | 


1 Novelty (N) 


Claims 






Claims 






NO I 


1 Inventive step < IS) 


Claims 






YES 




Claims 






NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 






YES 




Claims 






NO 













2. Citations and explanations 

See supplemental sheet . 
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International application No. 
PCT/EP 03/07130 




1. Statement 

Novclcy (N) 



Inventive step 0$) 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1/ 2 



1, 2 



1, 2 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

lt Reference is made to the following documents: 
Dl: US-A-5 594 448 
D4: WO-A-01 18694 

D4 was not cited in the international search report. 

2 Dl discloses an inspection device for determining 

the position of a label (13) relative to the antenna 
(11) of a reader (see figure 2). According to the 
text in column 5, lines 21 to 30, the position of 
the label (13) is obtained using the first sixteen 
bits sent by the label. Said sixteen bits are 
transmitted before the identification code. The 
identification code is implicitly stored in a memory 
of the label. Furthermore, the label is supplied 
with electrical energy by the reader 
electromagnetically (see column 4, lines 16 to 23). 

2 .X it follows that all the features of the preamble of 
claim 1 are known from Dl. 

2 2 Furthermore, in Dl there is a "status encoder" 

(label position detector), which produces a status 
signal (relative position of the label to the 
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PCT/EP 03/07130 



reader) representing a digital or analog status 
affecting the label and the reader. 

2.3 The first feature of the characterising part of 
claim 1 is therefore also known from Dl . 



2.4 



3. 



3.1 



3.2 



However, Dl does not suggest a status encoder 
including a permanent magnet borne by the electronic 
label and a magnetic field sensor borne by the 
reader. 

D4 discloses (see figure 5, for example) an 
inspection and monitoring device including a label 
(400), referred to as a -logger", and a server 
(410) . The label (logger) measures, for example, 
pressure (see page 6, line 15) and is capable of 
electromagnetically transmitting (by radio) data 
corresponding to pressure to the server (see page 7, 
iines 10 to 16 and figure 5) . The label implicitly 
comprises a memory..^oxing an identification code 
which is read by the server (see page 7, lines 16 to 
IB, . Furthermore, figure 5 (see the words "charge 
for reading logger") clearly shows that the reader 

(server 410) electromagnetically supplies the label 

(400) with electrical power. 

It follows that the features in the preamble of 
claim 1 are known from D4. 

However, D4 does not suggest a status encoder 
producing a status signal representing a status 
affecting the interactive units (the label and the 
server). Furthermore, D4 does not suggest the 
permanent magnet and the magnetic field sensor 
mentioned in the characterising part of claim 1. 
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3.3 Claim 1 thus meets the requirements of PCT Article 
33(2) and (3). 

4. Claim 2 is dependent on claim 1 and thus also meets, 
as such, the PCT requirements of novelty and 
inventive step. 

Defects in the international application 

5 contrary to the requirement of PCT Rule 5.1(a) (ii), 
the relevant prior art disclosed in Dl and D4 has 
not been indicated in the description, nor have said 
documents been cited therein. 

5.1 The text of the description (see pages 1 to 5) is 
not consistent with that of the new claims. 



5.2 



5.3 



independent claim 1 has not been correctly drafted 
in the two-part form, with regard to Dl, as required 
by PCT Rule 6.3(b). On this point, see paragraphs 2 
to 2.3 above. 

Furthermore, according to claim 1, the status signal 
(STAT) represents a status affecting the units of 
the first pair of interactive . units (see lines 11 to 
12) . The status signal cannot therefore represent a 
pressure and is not a status affecting the label (1) 
alone. Consequently, the text on page 8, lines 21 to 
35 should be amended accordingly. 
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